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country, particularly the Europeans. Johannesburg was hostile when sjie
came, but her eloquence has disarmed much of the opposition and the
mischief-makers have been shamed into silence. Towards the end of
her tour in the Transvaal, Europeans attended her lectures in their
thousands. I was not at Johannesburg myself. But I managed to meet
her at Volksrust, half-way between Johannesburg and here. She was
received at every station by large and eager crowds, composed of both
Europeans and Indians and her compartment presented the constant ap-
pearance of a flower garden. She stopped for two days in Maritzburg.
The anti-Asiatic spirit there is acute and the reactionary element holds
full sway. There had been a strong movement to disallow the use of the
Town Hall to the Indians for Mrs. Naidu's reception and serious conse-
quences were threatened if it was allowed. But the situation was saved
at the last moment by the Maritzbwg Time* tviiich, in a leading article*
wisely dissuaded the Europeans from any precipitate action. In spite of
the indications of trouble, every inch of the Town Hall was packed with
Indians and quite a number of Europeans occupied the gallery. The
Mayor having refused to preside on the occasion, a European friend was
proposed in the chair. He was howled down by the occupants of the
gallery as soon as he attempted to speak. Mr. Bhagat, who tried to reason,
too, was obliged to sit down. Mrs. Naidu at this stage took charge of the
meeting. She had hardly uttered three sentences when the gallery-leaders
were seen quitting the hall one after another and, in about twenty minutes'
time, the mam element of rowdies had retired from the field. When the
meeting was over, a number of Europeans, unknown before, showed great
eagerness to shake hands with Mrs. Naidu.
The next day, crowds of Indians and Europeans could be seen in
front of Mrs. Naidu's residence struggling to have a glimpse of her, the
space outside being hardly sufficient to contain them. The European and
Coloured women felt astounded at her courage. There were mission-
aries who called on Mrs. Naidu, wanting to make her acquaintance, and
the whole dramatic change was quickly followed by a cordial interview
between the Bishop of Natal and Mrs. Naidu.
Durban probably excelled all the other places in the reception it
gave to the great guest. A special train received her at Maritzburg, The
station platform at Durban was packed to overflowing and the road out-
side, too, was blocked by the mass of spectators, Mrs. Naidu was conveyed
to the Albert Park in a carriage drawn by the people themselves. The
attendance at the meeting here was easily five thousand men and women
of all classes and as many schoolchildren. The women's meeting was
unique in the history of South Africa. Mrs. Naidu also delivered two
lectures in the Town Hall which, was filled to the full on both occasions,
30sa<* of tte people actually having to return disappointed for want of